Wednesday September 2, 2009
....... Issue 14.

Welcome to week 8 of this term. Thank you all for the tremendous support you have given
our school over the last few weeks. This has been a difficult time in our school’s history and
we are ensuring that we look towards a positive future.

An important message for parents and carers about b ullying issues

In this time of heightened awareness of violence in schools, | would like to reassure all par-
ents and carers that our school takes a tough stance on bullying.

We do not tolerate any form of violence or harassment. As principal, it is my number one
priority that every student feels safe in our supportive school environment.

I have reminded all students that bullying behaviour is unacceptable and will not be toler-
ated at this school. | ask that parents and carers take some time this week to speak with
their children about bullying and to remind them of the importance of treating others with
fairness, dignity and respect.

If you believe your child is being bullied or may be involved in bullying another student, |
also urge you to contact me to discuss the ways we can help to address this behaviour.

Our school community has a number of programs to combat bullying and harassment, in-
cluding:

School-Wide Positive Behaviour Programme;
Port Points Programme

For more information on these programs, please contact the school office.

Port Douglas State School takes very seriously its responsibility to keep our students safe
and to ensure our school community is free from bullying, harassment and violence.

| urge any parents and carers who are concerned about bullying to contact me directly.
Athletics Carnival

Last week saw the running of our inter-house athletics carnival. This was a magnificent
event that was held in the best spirit | have witnessed. The vast majority of students who



participated in the carnival achieved a personal best for at least one event. This was
pleasing to see. One highlight of the day was the staff victory of the students and parents
in the relay event ;-)

Thank you to all the people involved in the organising and running of this event. Mr. P has
all the details and results in Around the School.

Science Week - Egg Challenge

Last Friday saw the culminating event of our science activities. It was terrific to see the
thought processes that had gone into place to meet the challenge.

It is often stated that we learn more from our mistakes than we do from our successes.
Oliver Goldsmith (1728-1774 Irish playwright, novelist & poet) suggests that “Success
consists of getting up just one more time than you fall.”

I would like to congratulate all of the participants in this activity for a job well done. A spe-
cial thank you needs to be extended to Mr. Phil Martin for organising all of these activities
and events. Phil is passionate about science and it is great to see that he promotes this
aspect of learning to all of our students.

20c Pieces

Recently our tuckshop helpers came across a number of 20c pieces that appeared to be
a part of a series. If you believe these are yours and that they have been passed on inad-
vertently please contact the office. Thanks to Judy and the team for being razor sharp!

Upcoming Events:
This week: August 31 — September 4:
Thursday:

Parent café;

Friday:

Camp Quality puppet show:

9.30 am - P-3 students

10.00 am — Years 4-7 students
Inter-School athletics carnival @ Mossman;

Next week: 7 — 11 September:

National Literacy and Numeracy Week
Tuesday:

Surf-lifesaving;
Wednesday:

P&C Meeting at 7.00 pm
Thursday 10 September:

Assembly come dressed as your favourite book charac ter. Gold coin do-
nation to go towards a memorial for Ms. McFarlane;
Friday 11 September:

Ministerial Student Free Day;
Teachers involved in Teacher Designed Schools programme.

We look forward to continuing on with the exciting learning adventures that have been
planned for the remainder of the term.
Kind regards

Andrew Oliver




TheNetball teamhad a great day on Friday with 6 out of 7 wins at a tournament in Cairns. dhaokgor-
rine Durie and Alison Richardson for their work in preparing the team made upask @/alker, Daisy
Hawkes, Meg Goodall, Tayler Durie,

Katie Harris, Jess Eagle-Rowe, Brittany Bowen and Darcie Cartwright

Saskia Turner is making herself available to work withGheerleaderson a Tuesday again. The girls hav§

a display for residents of OZCARE coming up and will soon be preparing f&ntas Concert.

Hockey coachingis available to younger kids on a Thursday morning at 8.15am. Ms White has pakely Cf
taking Mr P’s place over recent weeks.

A Bush Danceis planned for about 4 weeks into term 4. Actual date to be confirmed.

The annuaKindergarten Father's Day Picnicis to be held this Sunday from 11am. There are lots of gajpes
and activities for dads to enjoy with the kids.

The schookvacuatedthe buildings today as part of the EQ requirement to provide thesetdll students
staff and volunteers on a regular basis.

THANKYOU to : Paradise Electronicsfor rejuvenating the school’s loud hailer recently.
LJ Hooker and Mick and Kylie Samsonin particular who loaned us a shade structure fit
the very last minute for the athletics sports last week.
Quicksilver who continue to assist us with bussing students to Surf Life Saving Lessds o
a Tuesday.

The Berzinski Family who donated the use of their very quiet generator on sports da

The Dwyer Family who donated a couple of bikes to the school for use in the Bike Ed
Program.

Surf Life Saving Lessonshave moved down through the school to Year 2,
1 and Preps. Inadvertently left off the permisdmmmn was a request for all
students to weangs/bathers/cosiesThese are required!

Please ensure all items are clearly named.

DHHHHHHHHHthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhg

COUNTDOWN: Most people would have realised ¢ YHOOKS was the band famodier ‘Living in the 70’s

u The puzzle for this edition is: u

Who was ‘Yesterday’'s Hero’ and found love was in thair? Answers next newsletter
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| PORT POINTS |

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ABOVE STUDENTS
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Ollie’s Café
9.00 Thursday mornings.
Come and enjoy a cuppa with the Principal, Mr Olive and have your —
guestions answered, share you views, learn more alidhe school, enjoy (?E-?
the butterfly garden etc. Meet other parents! D
Gold coin donation appreciated L/,







Special visitors fly into the school garden
Last weekend while Cathy was watering the gardeairaof green eclectus

parrots were having a wonderful time flying lowaround the garden and
playing in the gumnut tree. Being both green iroaokhey were the males !
the species. Theclectus roratuss found in rainforest jungle in a very limitgld
area of our region. An unusual feature is thattremy to the custom among
parrots when sexes differ in appearance, the febwtey a red and blue col

our is the brighter of the sexes. They are greatatters and very noisy.

Butterfly garden news

July and August are traditionally rest time fortetilies. Their chrysalis sta
dormant waiting for the hotter weather to arriveiridg September we can
look forward to seeing our beautiful butterflieseragain.

Thank you to Tim Pidgeon for donating a big loadmfich. Thank you to
Mike Clarke for donating reinforcing wire to credtames for the vines.
Lily Jansen, Sue Ralston and Monica Prins thankfgoyour energies put i
to the garden.

If anyone is able to donate bromeliads,

elkhorns and outdoor ceramic or terra-

cotta pots for a new garden bed please

give Cathy a call on 40993356.



REDSOX SOFTBALL CLUB
Juniors — Primary School and Secondary School

Senior Women and Mens Teams

Monday 31 August and Monday 7 September

4pm to 6pm
Phone: Liz: 0407 965077 or Carole 0428 718 854

(2
Jumping castle
Petting zoo
Fire engine
Face painting .
and games. sn% &
Prizes () ! (* !

Kids crafts (+’ $-+ .+ /
Bar & BBQ R . . . . . e . R
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Bring a rug
and picnic
chairs!
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Sign On
Milo In2 Cricket
Juniors
Seniors

Saturday September 5, 2009
10.30am to Noon
Mossman Primary School Cricket Nets
For more information please contact
Helen on 40988175 (AH) or go to
www.gldcricket.com.au/clubs/douglasca

Starts Tuesday Sept 8™

Learn to Swim Program
From babies-School age
Starts September 8

Dolphin Squad/Club/Nippers Training program
Starts Term 4 October 6
All levels from 3.30
Aqua Fitness/Masters Classes
Starts October 6" 2009 Tues/Thurs 5pm
Come along join the fun

www.mossmanriversideleisurepark.com.au

07 4098 2627
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