
���������	
��
�
�

Wednesday July 29, 2009 
…….Issue  12. 

Welcome to week 3 term 3 2009. The extremely favourable weather seems to have re-
turned to us. It is just fantastic… 
 
Bouquets 
A very special thank you goes out to the following people for their extra efforts at our 
school. These deeds are certainly what make this school so great! 
· Ray Tonon & Matthew Stanway for all the effort in the vegie patch and getting pumpkins 
to the Cairns Show; 
· Desley Abel & Jacqui White for the assembly of the school display at the Mossman 
Show; 
· Mr P for organising the recent hockey competition and securing brand new goal posts 

for AFL to the value of $2 700.00. 
 
Unfortunately the Max Mellor show did not proceed last Wednesday because of a misun-
derstanding around dates. This has been rescheduled for today and the children were en-
gaged and excited. 
 
On Friday we have Lorin Nicholson performing for our students. Lorin is a blind guitarist 
who has developed a programme to see the positive aspects and talents of everyone. We 
strongly encourage you to attend this performance as well. It commences at assembly and 
continues through the morning. Some of our aspiring guitarists will be having a tutorial ses-
sion with Lorin.  Cost per student is $6 and this amount should be given to the child’s 
teacher. 
 
Triennial School Review 
It is vitally important for you to return the traffic light survey to the office. This allows us to 
review our past practices and consider your views on the direction of the school over the 
next three years. Thanks to all of you who have sent in your responses so far.  
 
Industrial Action 
At the time of print a Teacher’s strike is planned for Wednesday 5th August. 
More information regarding this strike action will be made available to parents as it comes 
to hand. The Industrial Relations Tribunal will make an announcement sometime today. 
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Responsible Behaviour Plan for Students (RBP4S) 
As a part of our continual improvement process we have had Susan Johnstone-Lloyd our coach from the 
School-Wide Positive Behaviour Support Programme (SWPBS) review our current practices using a School 
Evaluation Tool (SET).   
 
Further to this process will a review of our RBP4S. A team of people will be adapting our policy to include 
cyber-bullying. Mr. P has mentioned cyber-bullying in earlier editions of our newsletter. This issue continues 
to be relevant for most students in most classrooms across Australia.  
 
We are ensuring that we continue to be proactive in our responses to this complex issue. Should you or your 
family be subject to any type of harassment please inform the school of this so that we can be a part of the 
solution.  
 
The following information is provided by the Stride Foundation: 
Cyber bulling in schools 
Mike Lanyon, Training and Program Coordinator, Stride Foundation  
 
Cyber bulling is when one student is targeted by another through the use of digital technology, mobile com-
munication devices or through the internet. The aim of this targeting may be harassment, stalking, threats or 
other forms of harmful behaviour. 
 
Cyber bullying takes many forms and may involve the use of websites, mobile phones, chat rooms, email, 
SMS and the uploading of pictures or video. It could involve the sending of threatening messages, communi-
cating false pretences, forwarding of other students private communication, establishment of websites de-
signed to humiliate or the posting of humiliating messages or pictures. 
 
Like the traditional definition, cyber bullying usually involves systematic communication over a period of time. 
A one-off communication would not usually be considered cyber bullying; an exception would be messages 
containing death threats or an indication of serious intended harm. 
 
The unseen consequences of cyber bullying is that because the intimidation or bullying action is delivered 
via the written word then the target can read and therefore be affected by the same words again and again. 
 
Out-of-school incidents 
One of the most difficult areas for schools to deal with is the cyber bullying incidents or inappropriate use of 
technology that occurs out of school. In the United States there have been a number of cases whereby 
schools have tried to intervene in out-of-school incidents that have involved students in a private capacity. 
This intervention has, in these cases, resulted in lawsuits against the school by the disciplined student. The 
courts to date have ruled that the schools have exceeded their authority. While schools generally have no 
right to intervene in off-campus conversations it could be recommended that the school discuss with stu-
dents an inclusion in the usage policy that students can be disciplined for cyber incidents off-campus if they 
intended to have an effect on a student (in their role as a student) or they adversely affect the safety and 
wellbeing of student(s) while in school. 
 
Demonising the technology  
Often borne out of frustration a common response to either specific cyber bullying incidents or the whole is-
sue is for teachers and parents to blame or ‘demonise’ the technology. Facebook, MySpace and MSN are no 
more to blame for cyber bullying incidents than the car is for road fatalities. It is usually the irresponsibility of 
the driver or in the case of cyber bullying the misuse of the technology that causes the harm. Constant or 
strident criticism can alienate students or fail to address the real issue of lack of peer support or a breakdown 
in student culture.  
 
Trivialisation of incidents  
The harm that bullying can inflict is well documented and cyber bullying is no exception. To trivialise the inci-
dents or not take the target seriously can compound the harm. To tell the young person who is targeted to 
‘ignore it’, ‘get over it’, ‘don’t worry’, or ‘it happens to everyone’ does not in anyway help them to deal with the 
resulting impact on their confidence or self-esteem. 
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The following information is provided by Education Queensland: 
Let your bright sparks shine 
 
This year is the Year of Creativity in Queensland schools and students are being asked to 
explore what inspires them to be creative.  
 
They are also being asked to share their creative ideas, songs, lyrics, poems, musical mo-
ments or inventions through the Bright Sparks program. 
 
Make sure your child’s creativity shines by encouraging them to participate in the Bright 
Sparks at the Library, where they can talk to camera about their passion for creativity. 
Library tour dates for Bright Sparks are available on the Year of Creativity website.  
 
There is also a school based Bright Sparks competition with plenty of great prizes to be 
won for the school.  
 
Students can also share their creative ideas by posting them for free on the Launch Your 
Ideas limited edition postcards. 
 
Teachers can order class sets of postcards and students can design the postcards and 
mail them to friends and family for free.  
 
For more information on these and other Year of Creativity activities visit the website at: 
www.yearofcreativity.deta.qld.gov.au . 
Kind regards, Andrew Oliver 

Ollie’s Café  
9.00 Thursday mornings. 

Come and enjoy a cuppa with the Principal, Mr Oliver and 
have your questions answered, share you views, learn more 
about the school, enjoy the butterfly garden etc. Gold coin 
donation.   

Congratulations and thankyou to our expanded choir. The girls for the most part only had one rehearsal but 
gathered at the Central Hotel on Saturday afternoon to add to the musical talent of the area in support of the 
Barefoot Cellist, Christine Jackson who, incidentally, was able to watch the afternoon’s entertainment via a 
video through Radio Port Douglas. 
 
The term’s Lockdown was held on Thursday and went smoothly through the classrooms. A couple of minor 
improvements were picked up and will be noted for future drills. 
 
Friday sees blind guitarist/musician/motivator Lorin Nicholson visit the school for a performance with all 
classes. Following the general 9.15 performance, Lorin will conduct a workshop with all our instrumental 
music students from approx. 10.30-11.00. $6 is to be paid direct to the class Teacher. 
 
Welcome back to Ms Freeman who has been on Long Service Leave for several weeks. 
 
Surf Life Saving Lessons had their second day yesterday with Ms White/Freeman, Ms Mego, Mr Stanway 
and Mr Dunn along with Ms Wertz and Mr de Vries classes participating. These lessons are important for all 
students as they cover many practical safety issues to do with the sea and animals who live there. First aid is 
covered along with fitness activities and swimming and boardriding. All grades will be involved over coming 
weeks-even the preps and year1’s who have one lesson scheduled late in the term. 
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COUNTDOWN commenced in November 1974. Did you get it right? 
Now can you unjumble these 2 famous Aussie singers names………. 
     EJO EOLDC &  APLU LEKYL Answers next newsletter 
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Students from 6/7 HM  & 6/7 FW  last  week conducted a Clean Up along 4 Mile Beach. This Clean Up 
is an ongoing event as part of our commitment to the community and being a Reef Guardian school. 

Susanna Isabella is conducting an Art Exhibition ‘Stargate 111—From Atlantis to Port Douglas’ . 
As part of this event she is conducting a children’s art exhibition with prizes for all age groups. 
The theme will be ‘Ocean magic’—there is no limit to the fantastic creatures that can be created. 
All paintings must be in colour either on loose canvas or paper (no frames). Last date for submission is Octo-
ber 1st ,2009.  All entries should have a title and be labelled with name, date, age and class. Judging will be 
at 2pm on the day of the exhibition. Parents are invited to attend the exhibition  with their children. All 
paintings will be returned after 2 weeks. For more information please call Natalis Art 0421128110 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ABOVE STUDENTS 



 

 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

Week 1 Term 3 
Back Row: Harley Thackray, Emily Wunderwald, Robyn Bruening, Neve Low 
Front row: Ryder Sheridan, Zakk Mckay, Vasco Richardson-Gonsavles, Georgia Gray, Jordan Krull, Zyjah 
Morris, Aaron Herhily 

Week 2 Term 3 
Back Row: Tyson Orwin, Daisy Hawkes 
Middle Row: Lucy Cullen, Aaron Moran, Jai Miller, Cameron Stevenson, Indi Pegler-Bumstead 
Front Row:  Mason Fitzgerald, Harry Boxsell, Byron Nona, Dylan Collyer, Kai Maguire, Bradley Barnes 
 



 
 

 
 

EXCHANGE STUDENTS IN NEED OF 
 VOLUNTEER HOST FAMILIES. 

 
Have you ever considered introducing your own children to an older international 

sibling? 
 
World Education Program is looking for Volunteer Host Families for International 

Students arriving in February 2010. 
 
Our Big Brothers & Big Sisters from France, Switzerland, Japan, Brazil, Italy, and 
Belgium are keen to start corresponding with a family they can call their own and 
learn about the place they will call home. 
 

If you would like more information on becoming a Host Family, please contact: 
 
Nikki Medwell 
Inbound Exchange Administrator 
World Education Program 
 
Ph:  (03) 9598 4733 
Fax:  (03) 9598 4233 
Toll Free: 1300 884 733 
Email: nikkimedwell@wep.org.au 
 

An information pack can be sent on request. 
 

It’s easier than you think & a fantastic experience for all!  
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